WA 
&e 


BZ CVST 
AUD SVMenSEe 


fYES Thatis to ſay, "_ 
. 


IE A generall Anſwere to In- Xie: 
formers of all ſortes, and their iniurious Zug 


complain!s,aeainſt the honeſt reputation 

a) od ” & "the GEEE of wats GT OCIEE 

YAWEL CysTvMeEs,ſfpecially inthe \SIFES 
S tet Ovt-PoRTExs of | > AQ 

Eg. this Realme. LET. 


WT: ts i. LE ia a0 _ woes 
EP ESTEREIE 7 F 


SY 


ED &; 

= Written onely 
WG ForR VNDERSTANDING READERS V&A, 
} jp IC AND WISE IN HIGHEST Ay- * - 

gs THORITIE, to Reade and diſS =» 
a) > cerne by. Alwaies : hy 
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br WED *© Hawud Natura peſt Tuſto (ecernere Imiquum, 
©: Nec Gmcit Ratio hoc, tantundem bt peccer gdemy; 
« Outteneros caules alient fregerst borts, 
Q. - « Er qui notturuus Diuuns ſacralegern: ADSIT 


"BSE. G.V LA, peccatir que panas irroget 4quds, 


in Hipheſt eAuthoritie. 


2XCEXGeN T LE MAN africndandlouer of learning, 

HA\\«&J commins into a free Schoole,wher diners yong Schol- 

a lers were learning their Grammer, deſirous to feele 

\ how they thryud at their Bookes by ſome familiar 

queſtion-, demaunded,( their Huiſhers ſlanding by ) Whenan 

Engliſh is giuen-to be made into Latine,whars firſt ro be 

done? The anſwere is eaſie, namely , Toſecke outtheprinci- _ 

pall Verbe: yer all foode ſilent,and halfe amaXed, till On n at - 
thelaſt (the Queſtion eft:ſoones repeated , a hee wreed to [a), Men affeing to doe the 
What was to bcedone) replied; No narRmE Sik [ Princeand Common-wealth 
HoP E,atleat ruarlvvor or, Whichthe Gentleman +102 a ger nt 
taking in very good part , as ſuſpetting rather ignorance in the limply,s: doubting no hare. 
Huiſhers, then want of wit in the Schollers, departed, ſmyling. 


Moſt Reverand and Ricur Honoramts . This 
Aueftin & Anſwere includeth the preſent eſtate of al the ſludents - 
in the Schoole of her Maieſties Cuſtumes , where ſuch as the 
Teachers be,ſuetrare the Schollers.T here is a reaſon for al things. 
And the reaſon hereof is not (o much, for want of wit or willin the 
Learners, T9 deale tuſtly betweene the Prince and her - - + 
People(which in this kind of doctrine is ſuppoſedto be the Prin- E 
cipal verbe)as in the ignorant & indiſcrete Huſbers whowhilſt 
the grave Maſters aud Moderators of the Schoole,were diſtrac- 
ted and buſied inthe ſtudie &r prattiſe of higher points of learning; 
hane ſed no method, but beating the Schollers. 


« Quipariaeſſe yolunt peccata; Ipſique laborant 
 « Cumventum ad verum eſt: Senſus moreſque repugnant, 
* Arque pſa breletar, Teſts prope mater & E944. 


Which kind of ajcqpine pyreoraghtg al men & driving many 
good wits from the Schoole,to the ſecrete iniury of| the whole Com- 
mon-wealth, forcde me to wy Booke,and as well as 1could,to _ 
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ALBERT oC ann mon nm ern 


liſe my leſſen, meaning thereby with the foreſaid plaine Scholler 
{No naxme AT ALL) ſuch therefore as it is, I haue briefely 
ſet downe in the Diicours following. The Matter whereof being 
partly drawne from mine owne Patierfee andexperience, andpart- 
ly obſerued and learned from others: T he Forme is meerely mine 
owe, and hath for my warrant the Rules of my Grammer. 


But ſince Thingsare then wel done, when things are wel 
taken ; 70 cleare and acquite me from partial clamor , or the 
ſinne of preſumption, The Will appliant to Reaſon, is guiltleſſe of 
paſcion,and Nature ouerborne appeales to Neceſsitie,. Quzx quod 
cogit, ipſa, folet vtiq; defendere . Hardtherefore and abouc 
meaſure extreame ſhouldthery caſes appeare , that ſtill ſubiett to 
beating, might neither bemoane themſelues, nor be ſuffredto crie, 
And ſo much the rather, when as (So rar as I vvor ot) in all 

- Lave of Nature and their Complaints,there is nothing concluded nor included, at lea 
Natons both allow al men, intended , ,but a anc. of their honeſt wes 0 
Callings and honck os ww that kind of Calling which the Law it ſelfeby great wiſdome hath 
"a laid out , and reſerued Foz men of the beſt (ozte onely, and 4 du= 


tifullIeale to find out thereby The principall Verbe <7 


The Principles and general Maximes, 


whereon this Diſcourſe is grounded: 
making an Epitome of the whole. 


[uſtice, for where theſe two faile, men runne into 
Extremities. Extremities find out Shifts . Shifts incurre Suſ- 
pition. Suſpition argues /gnorance. Ignorance groping for truth 
lights on.!Errors. Errors proue Abſchiefes. priuate CALſchie fes 
turne to publike [nconneniences; the high way to Diſcord, Di/or= 
der, and Confuſion . Andas things grow confounded , Offen- 
ces by conſequence encreaſe more and more. Which as pudled 
waters and corrupted ayre, breede and engender nothing,bur 
creeping Informers,noyſome Caterpillers,rauenous Heapyerand 
ſuch like vermine,to yexe and torment a Srare withall. 


% 


By meanes whereof, 


« The Pr1Nce is abuſed, and ſoiuſtly offended, 

q The MARCHANTS are\peried and generally gricued, 
« The CysTvyMEks ouerburdened arc inftrtouſly difgraced, 
| The Commons of all ſorts empayring,repine: And 
; » © The PokT-Toy vnesdecay. 


The reading of whoſe ſeneral Complaints,may make any Vn- 
DERSTANDING READER, able to be his owne Iudge, and 
ſee . How inthe preſent diſorderedeſtate of Cuſtume ſer- 


uWICce: 


t TrarFIcxt is becomeempayred,and ſo conſequent! her 
Maicſties Cu/tumes diminiſhed. | hs 


2 TheCommon-WEaLra growes diſordred,and dayly ct 
> pouerilhed. And 
eSTATE(beſides the Common Enemue} 18en an 

3 Th (beſidestheC Enemic) i d 
vnkindly at Iarre, with her ancient Alyes,aud belt fore 
raine Friends. 
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Theſtate of the Con TVMES ,#Specially 


inthe QOvTt-Porrtsxs of 
this Realme, 


SZ REAT HATH BEENE THE CARE, AND THE 

£ X[inuentions ſundrie, that haue beene vndertaken,for \ 
J the aduauncing,collefing and true anſwering,of all 
ſuch Dutiesas vpon things by way of Merchandize, Cyſtumes defined. 
Croſsing the Seas, are either vented out or brought into this 
Land, according to Lawes and Contra& to that end. 

But as in the State of a natural body, thoſe diſcaſes prooue of 
moſt dangerous conſequence,that are of longeſt breeding,and 
moſt deſperate to cure , whoſe cauſes are vnknowne : ſo fares 
it atthis day with that,which highly importing the whole C6- 
mon-wealth, is of it ſelfe,no fmall nor idle portion in the body 
of the Princes Reuenues. Namely, the ſtate of the CysTvmes; 
ſpecially in the O vr-PorreE softhis Realme . Thepreſent 
condition whereof, being neerely obſerued , may bee fitly re- : 
ſembled to the diſcaſes of the body,which the Phiſitians terme -— to Iinucterate Diſ- 
. CMorbrChronici . For as they engendred with time,not ſeene © 
to at firſt, or but {lightly regarded , make worke at the laſt for 
Apothecaries and Surgeons, leading the part infe&ed ſtill from ill 
to worſe: ſo in the occaſions and continuance of theſe kinds of 
fores or diſorders, for want of due a or true informa- 
tion, asthe ſcruice growes confounded; Offences by conſe- 
quence encreaſe more and more. | 

For remedy whercof, though confident Emperiks neuer ſo 

boldly,with their violent and repercuſsiue medicines,from all 
parts obtrude themſclues, ſucking profit thereby at one hand 
or other: When all is done & ſayd,the Graue and Wiſe Phyſiti= x; g,,,,ne tur "SOEP) 
ans,mulſt put to their hands, who proceeding by method from phigrians ofepitiinas 
An fieri poſsit,to Quid fierideber, by the pulſe and Symproma ob- 
ſerue the diſeaſe, and conferring with the Patients themſclues, 
finding the cauſc;proportion Receipts for remedy. 


For if V rines proue deceitful and Patients nener ſpeake: 
No maruell then if Phyſicke faile and medicines be toſecke. 


In which reſpe&, for the better information of the State of 
this Cauſe,this preſent Diſcourſe is conceiued, that through it The motiue of this Diſcourſe 
the VNDERSTANDING READER AND WISE IN 
AvTHORITTE,by reading onely,without paſsion or parti- 
alitie might be their owne Indges . Whercin(if for the length 
in ſhew it ſeeme to be tedious)ſo the Forme for the plaineneſle The ,fner read the bees 
proue not offenſiue; the Matter for importance deſerues more ynderſtood. 
thena reading, A | 
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The Argument. 
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The mane drift and purpoſe 


of the Argument. 


_ 
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The State of the Cvs TVME Specially 


« Priuatiopraſupponit habitum. Sicknes doth 


imply a habitof helth, &he diſproportioned diſpoliti- 
on of any Fundtion,doth argue an intention & pokibi- 
lity of 0rder.To the vnderſtanding wherof,fince pani- 
cularities 8& circumſtances do beſt approoue andlay 
open the trueth or falſchood of any Action or Aſſerti- 
on: In the Conſultation and Reſolutionofthis argu- 
mentofC ys r vw x $,as well for their due Colle- 
ing and true Anſwering , as the infallible meanes of 
their orderly aduancing, to the glorious demonſtra- 
tion and happie vpholding of the wealth and peace 


of this State and Kingdome, both at home and a- 


broad : Fowerthipes doc firſt offer themſclues to 
mind and neceflarie conſideration. Ka 


1 The CAVSE or Ground,whence ſuch Duties growe and 
haue their firſt being. 

2 The MATTER whar,and where ypon ſuch Duties grow- 
ing are to be paideand taken. 

3 ThePERS ONS, whome ſuch Duties either immediatly or 
by conſequence touch and concerne. 

4 The FOR ME howto colle&ſuchDurties,fit and peculiar 
totheCavst,MaTTERandPtRSONS. 


LOC 


Firſt therefore of the CavszofCysrvmss 
for Orders ſake,andſo of the reſt, 


OO of all things that conſiſt in Aon, is beſt ſeene 
and valued, by the worthines of that Obieft and End where 
to it tendeth. pe 

The higheſt Obie of humaine AZions (G o Þ onely excep- 
red) istheMAIEST1E of our SOVERAIGNE and GoopD 
of our Cov NnTRY. "And there is no Ao» more dutjful,then at 
all hands to amplifie the honour of the one,and to procure the 
peace of the other;nor any more odious, then wittingly or wil- 
lingly to impaire the Aſeares,mutually ment for the mainte- 
nance of either. L 

It followeth thenas a conſequence of all ſides to bee a- 
greed On; That to mamtaine the Princes Rewenewer, and to further 
the proſperitie of her people is,or ought to be,the ſpeciall care of 
euery mans beſtendeuour. 

But,asinall things that dependonC a vy s x s,and conſiſt 


of MaTTERandFo RM E,where the propricties of either are 
not 


* 


WSE 


bs 


inthe Ovrt-PorTes of the Realme. 


not rightly vnderſtood nor —_— obſcrued, the firſt Frroy 
breeding 5ſchiefe , leades the high way to Dſorder and ſo to 
Confuſion: ſo fares it at this day with the State and argument of 


_ this D#ſcourſe, namiy the publike duties of Cv sTv mts. That as 
: well forthe C a v 5 = whence they proceede and their MartTE R 


what 1tis,asintheir Fo RM E how to ſtop the courſe of Errors 
and currant of Aſes, hath of long time bene and yet is a pro- 
poſition diuerſly and ſtrangely debated . Wherein howſocuer 
Confuſion encreaſe generall offences , Holding the Attors tiext 


hand ſtill ſubie(t to ſuſpitton and blame . ( Ignorance and Impuden- The 


cie bearing the ſway) * Experience and « Trath arguing the caſe 
before Equitie and Reaſor,diſpute the Queſtion, and reſolue 
it thus. . ; 

Al Effetts work only by & liue or dy with their proper Cav sts. 
All Cavsts arecither Efficient, Material, Formall, or Finall, 

« CysSTvMEs arc the Prince publike Dries, growing by 
TRAFFICK,0n MMarchandite vintward and inward, payable 
according to the Equitre of poſitiue Lawes and forraine Conr 
rratts, trecly and onely ginen For defence of the Realme and/afe 


paſſage at Seas, 


*"ATTORNEYand 
- SOLICITOR generall 
for the Prince and hor People. 


axjuinge of jabs 


Cuſtumes delcribed. 


Thus CyvsTvmMesfollowTRATt FI c K as the Effet doth 


the Cavs; in which regard the Merchant at all hands is to be 
cheriſhed, fauourcd and encouraged in cuery common-w elth. 

CTRAFFICK Bis a mutuall bartering, or buying & (ecl- 
ling of Vendible wares, by Merchants, Subiects or Strangers, at 
Marketes conuenient , according to the Rule's of Reciproke 
Commerce, generally entending the honour of the Prince and 
proſperitic of the Common-weale. 

There appeare in TRarF1cx by this diſcription fower ſpe- 


ciall parts, to bee ſeuerally conſidered and iointly maintained, 


as being ſo eſſentially coherent,and neceſlarily concurrent, that 
where any one 1s failing,the reit haue no longer being. To wit, 
MaTTER(as YVendible wares.Secondly PERSO NS(Merchants Sub- 
zefts,or Strangers. Thirdly,PL act(at Markets conventent )Fourth- 
ly ORDER(rules of reciproke Commerce.) 

1 Firſtin the Condition of the M a TT  k& whatſocuer it be 
Goopxes only(more or lefſe)makes it Vendible,as reſpeted & 
fit for Trades. All GoopNEes1s either by Nature or by Art: And 
as in Goopxesthere is a proportion alwaics anſwerable to the 
firſt MaTTER,wherein it conliſteth: ſo in Trades,the bleſcing of 
God by Nature,and the benefit of /nduſtrie by Art, is1mmedi- 
atly more or lefle admired, to the ſpeciall reputation and pro- 
fit ofthe PxrRSONSAnd Pr acts that firſtafford them. ; 

2 Inthequality of the Px xson of the Aerchant,whoſoeucr 
he be,Subiect or Stranger;onely Loyaltie and Alhange,makes his 

SS 


Trafhcke dc{cribed. 


Fo 


throw iy V»ode r/fu9) 


9 


for 3 Gan uy Y 


pleadmy . 


MBS Foo nomet yo 5 of | TNT 


The State of the CvsTvwes Spectally 


TrRAFFICK auowed, without diſtin&ion of Sex or yeares : For 
with knowne Traitors or open enemies , the Lawe admits no 
Commerce. 

3 InthePr acts Conuemencieat home or abroad, Eaſires 
of Acceſlc by Sea orland and publike Freedome with Saferse for 
MarTTER and PEKSoNS,is onely regarded in all Iartes and 
CAarkets. 

4 Andthe beſt Rules for OrDxr todire&t Trarrick by, 
are they which being preciſely ſquared out to the Gereralitre, 
Indifferencie and Certamtie of the Lawes of the land and forrain 
Contracts,admit no particular, partiall nor doubrfull; deceipr, 
iniuric nor diſturbance,to MATTER, PERSONS,norPLACE. 

Thus Tx arricx ſupported by fower ſpeciall Pillers; The 
firſtis grounded on GoopNes . All Goopnes is needefull. 

4TRAFFIcx therefore either outward or inward of things bred 
at home or abroad; in reſpeR of the Vſe thereof ought to bee, 
Generall. For looke what the Soule is to the outward Arons © 
the body,in orderingeach member: ſo,as toNature ſeemes fit- 
teſt for the good of the whole Man: Such is the vie of TRar1cx 
in diſpoſing Aeris and Trades tothe behoofe of the whole 
Common-wealth . A conſideration in no part of Ciuill Go- 
uernment to bee negleed, much leſſe in this great Cavst of 
CvsTvMES. Foras much asthe Good intended thereby both 
to MATTER, PExRSONS,and PL ACES,by the rules of Equitze is {0 
due to All, as cannot bee iuſtly reſtrained or denied vnto Any, 
withour diſorder and confuſion . Bonus autem quo communins, 
eo melius. 

From TRAFFICKE therefore Cysrymes deryue their 
firſt Efenet, andFx&ting ,and by it encreaſc; to the Honor of Prin- 

.ces,and proſperitic of Common-wealthes. 

Toconclude; Trarr1cx is the true andaſſured praiſe of 
that miſticall, Phyloſophie (wherein ſo many wits haue ſpent 
themſclues, and blowne the coales in —_ whoſe __ 

'Ravie "phicus, EFElxar(GooDbRxES) the deny of Nature and Arr, by di- 
""” _ * uine ſublimation, che to Materials , begets Mifterses in 
| Trades, and purging all drofle of deceipt from Trades, turnes 

Trades into Mertals, and all Metals into pure Ss/wer and fine 

: Vniuerſalis Medicina. Geld : And that generall Reſtorative , which caſing all gricfe in 
Sores, ſuppling all Sores in Diſeaſes, and curing all Diſeaſes in 

particular Members, holdes the whole Body of the Common- 

weaſe in perfe& health . The ſacred Rules whereof,” as no pro- 

| = ' Phane Coxerye couldeuer comprehend, nor confident Empe- 
—where pricate Aiſcy:rwn . 1h; attaineto prattiſe,ſo none of priuate Diſcrerioh or. -tr- 
_g49W& fubhe Y7**Y: on,may preſums to alter orcontrol; as being a Dodrine and 

Ine rang will, becmsy Study, peculiar to the Grave and Gopry Wis onelyin 
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im the Ovt-PorTes of the Realme. 


The MATTER orSubie&,is al Great 2? 
kind of wares that by way of Mer CysSTVMSQ and - 
chanaiſe croſsing the ſeas are either Small. 
tranſported and vented out,or im- 
ported or broghvinto the Realme; 
whereupon ſuch paiments are col- 
le&ed,as(For defence'sfthe Realme, 
and ſafe paſſage at Seas)loyally offer- 
ed and graciouſly accepted , the 
Lawes of Trarricx doerecorde 
by the names and titles. 


MATTER. 


Of! and 


DIES, Of aud 
Tonnage. 


SVB $1- ) nd 


The word CvsTymts albeit it be vſed as a general name for 
al Duties vpon goods croſsing the Seas, both inward and out- 
ward: yetit hath his peculiar and diſtinG ſignification . And « 
is either that Dutie which 1s taken vpon Woolles, Woolfels, 
Tinne, Lead, and other Staple wares of this land, by the name 
of Grand CvsTv me; OrtheDutieof three pence vppon the 
pound &c. Yeclded onely by Strangers, by the title of Per1t= 
CvSTVME. 

SvBs1DY , is butthe Genus or Generall title to other duties, 

namely, Pondage and Tonnage. | 

Pondage is a Sv BSTDY paide generally ypon all Marchendize, 
croſsing the Scas,of/rwelue pence the pound(not otherwiſe in- 
creaſed by ſpeciall Statute as is that of Corne)'. Whereof it 
ſortes the name of Pondage , though in reſpe& of the vſe, it be 
more vſually called Svss1Dy, Quziadatar in ſubſidium Principi, 

Tonnage, is alſo aSvBs1Dy diuerſly colle&ed actording to 
diuers Statutes limiting the ſame; being either generally gran- 
ted for defence of the Realme, and free trafique on the Seas,as 
the Tomnage of Wines,or for the particular reliefe of ſome Port 
or Towne,as that of Douer. 
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«The MartTER being 
thus laide open : The 
FERSOMS, arc 
next to bee weighed; 
whome theſe Duties do 
for Trucrall reſpectes 


( 
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ThePRINCE towhomthey 
are gluen and by Law due. 


[Immediately The MARCHANT, that by Lawe is 


: to pay them. 
ordirealy} as "Y 


The Orrrcer; ſpecially appoin- 
ted to Colle them to the Prin- 


ces vic, 


3.-ThePERSONS 


Generally, The whole Commons of 


CONCerne, Either 


4. FORME. 


this Realme. 


Mediately, 


| or by conſequence; Specially the Artificers and , 


I in regarde of trce Y PorTEt-TowNnEs Trades. ; 
Irafficke, Vit. thoſe i E on 
MR whole inhabi- \ M. of Shipper 
0 and Mariners, 


4 


The amawbthing to be neceſſarily thought vpon and vnder- 
{tood, is the FO R M Eand maner of colle&ion,fit & anſwer- 
ablctotheMAaTTER andPtkSONS. Formadat efſerei . For 
withoutit, the Prince, though much be giuen,is voide of ordi- 
narie meanes to be juſtly a {o not ſatished. With- 
out it,the Marchant though much be due, knowes not how and 
with what diſcharge to pay it . And without it the Officer, 
though much be to be receiued , is without ſufficient warrant 
to collect it by. | 

In the dire&ion whereof therefore, Common equitie 15 to be 
reſpected.viz. Thatisinal other Dutics hauing one and the 


 ſameground (Likerwms) as namely thoſe vpon lands & goods 


(De paribus antems et idem indicium )the Aſlefle once agreed vp- 
on , by competent authoritie; doth intitle and fartisfie the 
Price, binde and acquite the Szbieft, direct and warrant the 
Co/leftor, and ſo fulfils the Lawe by giuing cuery one his right; 
ſo in theſe duties vpon Merchandiſe both inward and outward, 
the Aſeſle or Rate of things once digeſted, is or ought to be a 
rule generall and inuiolable; the Equirze whereof,confiſting in 
the Certentie and Indifferencie of Aileſiement, according __ 
Icaio- 


Nt 
8 


inthe Ovr-PorTes of the Realme. 


reaſonable valuation of things in vſe, and fo experſlely ſet 
downe and named, and commaunding the like in Matters 
occurring. 


But by reaſon of ſome vneuen cariagein theMarr tr rand 
preſent Forme; the PERSONS aforeſaid in their ſeuerall 
degrees and places, haue their Offences, Griefes,and Com - 
plamnts . The knowledge whereof comprehendes the 
whole State of the Cauſe in queſtion, and giueth lightto 
thegrounds and occaſions of the preſent Liveders For 


< 


mp ofitron m y Hl afftty 
2 > 


Zx frems ty my For me - 


CFirſt, the PRINCE, is twowaies highly diſpleaſed; The Pr1xce offended. 


namely, either in that her Duties are by the Merchants defrau- 
_ ded, or by the ColleRors il aunſwered into the Exchequer:or 
in that they ſeeme not ſo well husbanded for her, as priuate 
Perſons by Leaſes doe make them for themſelues . The ſati(- 
fying of whome,may make a way to relicue others. P 


TThe MERCHANT'S griefesarelikewiſe double, TheMtRCHant 
Publke and Priuate. For Generally they bemoane themſelues, gricucd, 


that as S«bie#s deſirous to liue vnder the rule and direQtionof 
the Law;they are driuen to incurre the danger thereof, for want 
of Indifferent and Certaine proceedings . For where as one 
and the ſame Law(though by ſeuerall Statutes)doe binde them 
to anſwere the Prince Subſidies, and other duties on their lands 
and their goods , a$ well as their Merchandize; yet in paying 
the one (though held with more affurance at home, and that 
paide happily but once in the yeare ) the Aﬀeſle is ſet downe 
with a conſideration of each mans eſtate and charge; andin 
ColleRing the other(though the payments be more frequent 
and dayly for one thing or other) thereis farre lefle 5 or 
feeling of the hazards they runne, by Sea, by Enemies,by con- 
trarie winds , Banckrowts and ill Markets . And whereas in 
the payments on lands and goods, the ColleQor alone being 
farisfied,the partie is acquit, without further charge,trouble or 
delay:in the matter of Merchandiſe , beſide the Princes and Col- 
lectors due, Impoſitions and a multiplicitie of irregular exaions 
and fees to Searchers, Comprrollers Surueyours, Waiters, Wazers, 
Packers,Scauagers,their Deputres,Clerkes,Sernants(and ſuch like) 
is ſuch a ſecrete burden, thatin 5.or 6 yeares,the payments 


in this kind, doe counteruaile their Stockes = , a; 
_Ofat tht p twaff! be" FR art atltafe, rs four are of Spun F 
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Londen . 


Extremines drive the Mer- 


chants to ſlutts, 


The OFFICER Com- 


plaineth. - 


Ari} ,contrd Sophift. 


Fower grounds to diſcerne 

by, berweene the neceflaric 

inſtitution and needeletle or 
bootles vic of theur Functions 
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Priuat h they gricue,that amongſt theſelues Trades 


vnder Companies and Societies are drawne and abridgedinto a 
few.mens hands; whercin, beſides the wrong offered to the 
Law and general freedome ofthe land,cuen within themſclues 
alſo,the welthier and beſt grounded, by oddes of ſtockes, re- 


ſtraints and other aduantages,driue the weaker to the walles. 


That one Porte ſeemes to giue Law to all the reſt, without war- 
rant of Law,reaſon or Pollicie; the daunger whereof, moe ſee 
and lament, then know how to preuent or remedie. That in all 
Ports extremities attend them driuing them to this iſſue,cithfr 
to quit their Trades altogether,or to worke it out by fauour ar 
one Porte or other, to the diſpleſure of the Prmcceas it they con- 
ceald he Cuſtumes, when they get leaſt by it; as may bee obſer- 
uedin the falling ofſundrie,and decay ofa great many. 


CThe OFFICE R, thirdly, hath his griefes and com- 
plaints; for vnfoulding whereof, many things concurring are 
firſt to be laide open,namely,who that Orrictris, and what 
heis; forthe ſeruice is pretended and attended on by many, 
each valuing himſclfe aboue other,and his place and ſ{tandin 
to be of moſt importance. In the viewing of whomea part an 
aſunder, Rx as0 N ſhallthebetterdiſcerne-and iudge be- 
tweenethem , For Q zedaw ſunt & non videntar, Q nedam vi- 
dentur & non ſunt omnins, | ; 


« Cuſtumes being Effeces of that C A V S E, whoſe 


AQions are conuerſant about no meaner Obiects then the Ma- 
ieſtic of our Souecraigne,and proſperitie of her People; imply a 
Seruice , which asit requires men of ſpeciall regard and truſt: 
ſo nove may vndertake it, but with authoritic and power giuen 
them in lawfull maner . In the FunRion therefore of an Of- 
ficer of Cvstvmts. 4.thingsare to be wayed and conſidered, 
to iuſtifie the lawfulneſſe and neceſsitie of his calling. 1. The 
Inſtitution,that giues him power to medle with Duties of that 
nature. 2. ThePorT and Places allotted him for the exerciſe 
of his Office. 3. Thediligent performance of his ſeruice,ac- 
cording to the importance & exigence of his charge . 4. And 
laſtly the Countenance and proportionable Maintenaunce 
which in that reſpe&hie deſerues and receiues. oy 


The Offecers thereforein the OvTrPorrTEs arcfowrein 
number, and knowne by the names of CvsTOMER,SEARCHER, 
COMPTROLLERAndSyPERVISORS. a 

c 


} 
Yr oY rr i pitt np ED on RATIOS te. 


& 


I 
A oe. ai 


 mtheOvrt-Porres of the Realme. 


- The CVSTV MERS hold their places by the Princes let- The CysTyMERs Office 
ters Patents & great ſcale of England, wherby they are authori- 
zed and warranted, appointed & named Collectors, as well of all 
ancient duties ypon Wool, Woolfels &c.termed Grand Cuſtume 
and of the Perze Cyftame,paid onely by Strangers: as alſo of the 
Subſidie of Pondage and Tonnage, graunted her Maieſtic in Pri- 


«« oof her Raigne,during her life Pro defen/ione Regni, c cuſtodia 
« Maris. Concluding all with this Cloſe. [ta quod de denarijs inde 
cc prouenientibus ad Scaccarium noſtruns nobis reſpondeas . In which 


behalfe for the Princes ſecuritie, before the deliuerie or receipt 
of any letters Patents, the Cuſtumers are bound by themſelues 


' and good ſuerties,and ſworn beſides at their admiſsions,to do 
theirendeuors , To deale tuſtly betwene the Pzince andher - £7 the frincrr als Herd, 


a 


People 
The Pr1Nce being ſecured,next followes the ſeruice of the The whole ſeruice towardes 

Merchant. On whoſe behalfe, if any deniall or vnlawtfull delay the Prince and people, lyable 

be vſed ro his hurt or hinderance, the Lawe calles the Cyſt umer *2th< Cultumers onely. 

in queſtion ongly, and in that rcſpe&, the Office ſeale is com- 

mitted hid, and the forme of all Warrants,of Cockerts and 

Boxds, tothe vie of the Dpeene runneonely1n his name,as wel 

from Port to Port as otherwiſe. » 

This being the effect aud whole ſumme of the Seruicezis 


the C»/tumers office and charge onely , whome thereforethe ,, , - Ah. == * =_ 


«« Law doth point out and choſe, From amongſt the beſt and molt 1. for no 0fer in the Com- 
« ſufficient men to be foumd,to the Loz2d Treaſurers effimation. And mon-wealth may doe more 


is no more indeede then may well be performed by ſuch a one; 899d or harme,then a Cuſtu- 
Prouided the Law be his Load-ſtone,& Equitie his Compaſic, _ re Townes 
and enabled withall with Comnrenance and Maimtenarce, fit for "_— — 
his calling. | 

Thus the whole ſeruice,as appeares,hath but two ends, the 
ſatisfaion of the Prance,& diſpatch of the Merchant. To which 
end,for the Cu/tumer: relicte,that being buſied within doores, 
might want helpe abroad,out of the neceſsitie of the ſeruice: | 
The SEARCH ER was created: Whoſe Office is to The SEzaRcutRs Office 
ſce thatno water paſſe by,without the Grinders knowledge, deſcribed. 


. buteitherto ſend them to the CvsTvme houſe, or driue them 


to the Exchequer, as the words of his Patent doe import and 
commaund: {oas taking the moyetie of al forfaits and ſeiſures 


«. for his paines, De altera med:etate nobis reſpondeas,& fidelem inde 
| computum in Scaccario noſtro reddas . And thus what the Cu/tu- 
mer may not conueniently doe, the Searcher performes . Kee- 
' pingentries of all Cockees, Bonds cc, paſsing by him from the 


Cuſtwmers hands,as of his owne ſeiſures,and accomptable yere- 
ly, forthe truth of his doings. - | | 


Before her Maicſties vine all 
Cuſtumers acomptes , were 


« wattenin Rolles. 


The COMPTROLLER. 


Two gencrall Propoſitions , 
aftirmatiue, and nccelsaric. 
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Butas all Officers of accompt are ſubie& to ſuſpition, and 
the man once ſuſpeRed,is ſaid to be halfe hanged: So with C- 

mers aboue all men(as things are miſtaken) it is not enough 
to be an honeſt man . For the faults or weaknefſle of any one, 
is madea conſequenceto call the reſt in queſtion, as if all were 
calt in one mould ; without diſtinguiſhing the true Cauſes, 
whereby one Error is made the a of another . Hence 
grew the inſtitution of a third Officer in name for an imagina- 
ric ſeruice; for wanting matter to make a new funion : He is 
ro ſet with the Cuſturver; andin al things to imitate his doings, 
Er guaſi actum agere . This manalbeitas the Cuftumer is cither 


honeſt or diſhoneſt, be needleſle or booteleſle (only the Prince 


may charge her ſelfe with fees to as many new O fficers as ſhee 
pleaſe) what wants in efſence of a function, is recompenced in 
title: and for keeping a Connter-rowle of the Cuſtumers doings, 
15 in his Patent called a Comprroller. 


ST ; 
CERIn ON 


CThough Rules and directions wherewith"Faxctions are 
bounded, propound indeede and intend perfection. Yet not 
that, whereto none can attaine : but ſuch as all men muſt and 
n ayme at, to the end, that as farre as humaine care and fore- 
ſightcan extend; it may take place . In which reſpect, what 
more effectuall Bondof dutifull endeuour may be vrged, then 
the vowes and pledges which Caftumer- giue for their fidelities 
at their firſt admiſsion ? The nature of their ſcruice holding 
them withal, ſo ſub#ect to care and feare. 

In whoſe behalfe therefore and ſpeciall defence: 1.Here 
might be much ſpoken to approue and maintaine , that in all 
Othces of charge and neceſlarie truſt, hee that for his fidelitie 
giues the vttermolſt of all ſecuritic in vic amongſt Chriſtians, 
ought to be -yqgig 4 credited. And that, that being done; all 
cautions beſides,are but booteleſle effefts of Neleuſre and Suſ- 
pition, injurious to the Reputation of that Officer and hurrfull 
to the ſcruice. 2.And that where the pledge is once giuen and 
taken, which is the vttermoſt of all Conbice in vic amongſt 
Chriſtians: Of conſequence if that Officer bee diſhoneſt, he is 
ill choſen, and ſo fit to be remooued; orthe Function in mat- 
ter or forme defectiue, and fo fitto be reformed. 


But truth is called thedaughter of Time, and Praftizeand 


Experiencethe Midwiues that bring her to light, for the weake- 


neſle of this third Prowsſion or Caution, in time gaue cafie way to, 


a fourth kind of Officer,and ſo may doe to the fift and a ſixt me 
infuritum,ſo long as the grounds and cauſes of offences are mil- 
taken or vnknowne. . | 


«| /gnorance 
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C 7 NOYANCCis called the mother of Error, OfErrore 


come Miſchiefer,and prinate Miſchiefes proue publike Inconneni- 
ences: which breeding Confuſion, point out Order and Perfeltion 
as Cauſes grow known.So that, Felix qui poterit rerum cognoſcers 


Canſas. 
CvsTVMES paid by Merchants are ſubieRtto Trarrick as 
the Effect to the Cauſe. 


TRAFFICx ryſcthand falleth with occaſions and Times, 
the obſcruing whereof, requireth Experience and [ndgement to 
dire; and Freedowe with 7uduſtrie to manage the ſame . Ex- 
amples wherof are all Owners of lands, that by diſtinguiſhing 
Soyles,and obſcruing of Seaſons, make vie of their grounds. 

Burt,as ifaLord of a Mannour, that intending to make the 
beſt ofhis own, by his immediate Seruants,though the groids 
be excellent, fertile, and good, giues charge notwithſtanding, 
and cxpreſly forbids them both the vic ofthe Plough, and all 
means beſids of manuring their ſoiles: wherby their wils wan- 
ting freedome to approue theirendeuours, they reape none 
other yeelde, then as nature affordes; and ſoatthe ende of 
harueſt, falling out with his Seruants ,farmes the Land vnto 
_  Strangers,who neereſt themſelues, firſt ſerue their own turnes , 
þ) -- +4 andinrayſing theirrents(for the moſt part)make ſpoyle of the 
= gc 244 grounds : So fares itwith the Seruants and lands of this 
Form es Fe 


blamde. 

Thus firſt grew the occaſion,that the CysTy ws of ſundrie 
things became farmed out to ſundric Perſons, for yearely rents 
ccrtaine,and ſet termes of yeares . Burtwith what yncertaine 
ſucceife, the times haue declared,and the perſons haue found. 

For witneſle whereof, omitting times paſt to begin neerer 

LSwich hand; about the xj. of the @ ugene,M. Smith rooke the Cai7- 

* ame;of ſome Ports to farme, whoſe induſtrie made his gaines 
 ſoecnuied, that all was reſumde atthe end of his yeares. 

After him,Sir Frauncis Walſingham was wonne to the like 

 PFra.WaF £,r fomePorrs elſe where; but miſsing the methode, how e- 

#xbem. yerhe thriued, after his death, the remainder ofhis terme was 
by compoſition ſurrendred vp into her Maieſties hands, 

Then grew itaqueſtion (things ſo meeting together) how 
the ſame might be beſt husbanded, to her Mateſties owneand 
immediate vie, that had beene ſo good to ſome others at a ſe- 
cond hand, And becauſe theCuftwwers at al hands were holden 
for Publicens & Sinners, anew & fou = ſort of Officers became 

2 


ww 


Truth beſt found out by 
knowledge of Error. 


Trafficke ſubie&t to Occaſi- 


ons and Times. 


Cuſtumers forbidden all 
Trades and Trafficke. 


The farming of Cuſtumes 

ynnaturall, and not ſo good 
ro the Prince, as uuurious to 
the Subict; wor by rhowr 


celd ofreuenues. And no meruaile atal,for where things are fee wt! - frngts an? 
; png without diſtinion of Times, Perſons and Place; the Fits of £oyedtee are 
| or in iudgement makes the Aﬀoy next hand ſuſpetedand # fo at. 
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created,who at the coſt of Sir Francis hauing wonne their expe- 

rience before,vndertooke by themſclues and Deputies, Tore- 

fo2me all abuſes,and aduance the Nucenes Cuſtumes,in al Pokrs 

of this Realme, Loxnpon excepted. | 
4. SyPERVISORS, TO theſe therfore, being fower in number: a Commilſsion is | * 

graunted ioyntly, by the name of Sv PERY 1SORS. +, 


— —— —— 


pug. 1. Occultatio, | Torefo2me all abuſes,and aduance the Nueenes Cuftumes? 
traly deſcribing the ſtare ofthe Bid ſuch men wel-come, bee they neuer ſo many; for thats the 
ſeruice . Drawen from con- Dyapaſon of all our Muſicke, ſo the more the mericr . Andthe wiſe Sw, 
| _— Ins and Orderin 2(e of that building ſo many haue vndertaken, and ſo fewe 
9g 


haue ſet forward; therefore the more hands the lighter worke. 
Prouided alwaies,they ſing with the Companie, and worke in 
Godsname . Hoc ops, hic labor eft, commitred to none but 
«Mer: of the bet ſort only.Religicus and honeſt indeede,as theſe 
pretend to be. Yet ſince in this & in al things, Virtures laus attzo, 
and Carpenters are alwaiecs beſt knowne by their chippes; firſt 
heare their voices and examine their cunning, for ſo their con- 
ſent and harmonie will ſhewe their skill in Muſicke, and their 
Diſpoſition and Order in rayſing their worke,wiil commend 
their building . For if into a Conſort, ordained to ſing or 
ſound,Any or Many, ſhould obtrude themſclues,and taking 
yp Inſtruments,pretending to tune them, regard neither Reſts, 
nor giuc care to any Twe,nor ſound the /vſtruments to find out 
what compaſle of Z7ufique they are ableſt to maintaine; but 
ſing to themſclues, and ſtand winding vp Srrirgs till all breake 
in | Inn would yee notcatch the /»-ftruments from the hands 
of ſuch Tuners , and as Perſonnes either ignorant or impudent, 
defire ſuch Mmſitians of leſle acquaintance? 

Likewiſe in the framing and rearing ſome ſtately peece of 
building, ſuch as might be the Steeple for Paxles (a worke faire 
and farre ſcene, and taiſible enough, for fit and skilfull worke- 
% men) if Ay or Many vndertaking to aduanceit, ſhould begin 

at the height,and ſo build downeward , or pitching the Wea- 
thercocke beneath , ſtriue to raiſe the baſe end vpward, would 
* any well aduiſed,ſtand neere ſuch builders for feare of danget? 
or at leaſt, Spettatum admiſci, riſum teneatrs Amici? 
Euen ſuch and no better proues the skill and proceedings 
heſe forward Refo2mers of abuſes, and aduancers of Cu 
cs. For whilſt the Cu#nmers,ſet vp as it were,and oppoſed 
 _ withthe*Dy{ax of theirleflon enioynd them to learne, and aExtremitie. | 
*Marchants. finding their * /n/truments not able to maintaine ſuch aCom- - ; 
1 paſſe in Muſike; were applying themſeluesto the 'Plaine-ſong, 1, The equi! 
pricktqut to the pleſingeſt Dirry that cuer was endited, begin- ofthe Law. * 
, ning thus, 4 
There 
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& T here is 4 Midsb etwene Extreame 5,0 h like « mark PUNT 759 « Ef Modus mrebus,funt certs 


demyue Fines. 


& FWhereat who lenels ſhort or gon,can neuer ſhoote arizht. « Ou: Vitra citraque, nequit 
; con/iftere Reftum. 
Which fitting all * Srrings (the Searchers withall,at cuery * Raates: of wares 
Cloſe ſinging, 


Then Meaſure is the mery Meane for Prince and People.) 


Makes a ſong in it ſelfe of Good rime and Good reaſon, being 
mme- perfectly learned and ſung with good Time and Tanable woycer; 
»/t S#42 farre fuller of daintic' ſtreines of Muſique and heauenly harmo- 
nie,then Dowlznds delight, or Perſons Sweete In Nomine: whillt 
the Cuumer:i(as ſaid 1s) were thus tuning and ſinging,as their 
$kils and voices would ſerue;The/e ſtep in at aduenture,and diſ- 
grace all the > Aſuſitians , for the hoarcenes of ſome, and accu- , C 
ſing the < I»frwments for their low ſound; wind vp the Strings, . Toa = W's 
to pitch all at the higheſt, and with a Catch of fower parts,like **4724n77 
Harpers beſides themſclues , ſingeblindly together,Chaun- 
ting it thus, Mo Hanan | 


No fiſhing to the Sea, 
Nor ſeruice tothe King. 


Which fitting no * Srrings (their Deputies atall times lowly * Raater. of Wav . 
repeating, 


For all on priate profit wayt: 
Where things goe guded by Concent,) pt? 


—_ 


Makes ſuch a noyſe of No rime, or No reaſon, ſofullof diſ- 51, 1.1. cane her 

me= cords, and farre trom proportion, ſo harſh ies addr let ” Sr barken , how GE 

mu. ſtrange forthe ſound: that their belt RecroKCnori by no priuate and chaunting Diſ- 

lam, rules of Art can beate out their Time, nor temper their Tune. 27d, firing neither Inſiru- 
Yetſee their good lucke. They notwithſtanding, thus pleaſing £m prom tre. . 

| themſelues (whilſt all men beſides,amazd at their Muſicke, tns the harmon'e 3nd Gow. 

anddoubrfull ſucceſle of their building and worke)ſtumbling cord berweene the Prince and 

on Fortune, prou'd more happie than wiſe . For indeede and her People. 

in truth(let Re asoN be #wdge)it cuer men thriude vnder Prince 

by ignorance and ſeruicein conceite : Theſe may well ſay to 

themſclues,Plus guandogue valet in rebus promouendis opinio homi= 

nm, quam rei veritas.And Aſſay ben balla a chi fortuna ſuona, 


; 
p 
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ame5s : But bee it knowne to all men by theſe preſents beſides (of 
- ll Pnderitanding and indgement that as omne quod efficit Tale,oportet 
"oo | eſſe magis Tale;(o the Law ſetting down the Rates of Cuſtumes, 


and Authoritie digeſting the Forwe of their payments , cannot 


The State of the CvsTVMES.Spectally 


properly be ſaid to increaſe or diminiſh, but by the ſame Pow- 


a This found Ma. Cuſtumer 94.11. 4 Authoritic, or by *Trefficke and free Commerce more or 


Smich full erue to + ton 2d 2: &ſſe. Otherwiſe, Ray Neſtram fierinequit « Which 


himſelfe,lending ſtockes vnto ſtanding moſt true, and then this noted withall, namely: That 
others, and dealing friendly as it did not appeare (almoſt in fortie yeares together) how 
Flew wn 9-2 ry wa a rapes Trades of this thing and that thing by occaſions fell in, and 
gr + onething oro. Withtimeincreaſed, andſo of Cyffumes by conſequence, the 
wy bog profits not ſeene nor-obſerued , whilſt by Leaſes they ranne 
| ' through priuate mens hands: ſoit was their better —_— than 
bThe plenty of Comme attheir foreſight or $kill,to come in at ſuch an' inſtant of Tawe, as 
beginning, their onely 907! when both the grace of God in an admirable ſort, gauein- 
Iucke, whereo AY © ke a creaſe to our graine,and al acceſſes of profit metin one,to her 
CS, c,tO ec a "op oO . 
ew of ſeruice. Maieſties immediate vſe together. 
Wherein their /-dsſtrie can claime,neither art nor part, but 
c The want of theſe obſeruati- in Conceite onely . For a full triall whereof(which here to ſer 
ons ff SE Sa (_ downe, would bee too tedious to reade) abare collation of 
— "forces. and uf. © 2@rters and Times before them and ſince, for fortic yeares 
pitious ſuggeſtions. ; paſt; would ſatisfie all and make this no on. 
(But by way of Parentheſis , if to profit the Hundred by im- 
Pretence of zeale to the pairing the Shrre be holden for gaine,then do them no wrong, 
Prince, without regard of her and [et it be graunted which they ſo deſire. Yet take this with- 
=: CESOIL _ all, That their ſeruice beginning with Ecclpſing the * Moone, 
ws, f which neuer fals out butwhen thee is at full : was a naturall 
2 The equitie of the Laweec- conſequence of their immediate Declining; and ofa fearctull 
clipſed by licences tor Corne, affurance of a TMiſchiefe to come . Wheroloac b Storme 1s paſt, 
"4 their ſeruice ar the (4 nd ysno more, and let this bee alefſon for euer hereaf- 
b The Dearth ſucceeding for ter, that, To out runne the Law, is to haſt to confuſton, 
want of the foreſtore,cxhauſt- Yetſigce euery new Officer,implyeth new matter fitfor a 
ed by priuate licences, againſt new fun&tion, and none may aſſume more to themſclues; then 
the wiſe prouiſion of the Law . oreater Power doth conferre, (Theſe hauing erected to them- 
clues a place for a priuate Office, and depiſed a publike Seale) 
as of the ReF, ſo ſee their Commilxion. | 
Their Commiſion is ioyntly,and containes onely their 


Their Commiſion. Name, with a power by themſelues and Deputies; to doe ſuch 
and ſuch ſeruice, as in a Schedule is ordered,and there to an- 

nexed. h 
' Their Schedule. The Sehedu/e hath Articles twelue or thirteene. All formall 


and nothing materiall atall . For what was aſsigned to Comp- 
trollers before (if that were to purpoſe) is here but repeated; as 
ſitting & fign#tg Cokets and Bonds, and keeping a Booke as 
the Cuſiwmers does With ſearching of Shippes for prohibited 
wares,contained in the Searchers Patent likwiſe. Which ſerues 
All Miſchicfes are heaped on ©0 00 vic;but to charge theCuftumers ateach accompts ending, 
the Cuſtumers oncly. with tedious delayes, and treble expences for the Auditors 
paines , Two things onely are ſpecially forbidden, 2” _— 

ey 


+ ,-e day x3 Re 


Aa b 3.x 
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intheOvT-PorTes of the Realme. 


delay not the Merchant, nor take any fees, and howe they are 


performed God knowes os ol the — can =, | 
us. eCAY at the , MItaken or v1knows- 

en, bred Errorinthe MATTERandFORM E,and 

ſo conſequently DefetZ; in the general Seruice . Whereof /pno- 


* rancetakmghold, accuſed the Cvsrvmer as Atornext hand 


and onely bound for all. Neceſ#e, for the Cuſtumer: relicfe, 
fitly found outthe vie of a Sz aRcntR; but his looſenefſe and 
libertie bewraying his Negligence, (Ne quid aſperins) made Tea- 


arty wa. 19 omar rpg rt — 


needlefle or bootelefle calling; gaue cafie way to the newe Sv- 
PERVISORS andtheir Rerinue , whoſe confident Preſumption, 
combining with-/pgzoraxce(their ſpecial Vpholders)made them 
yndertake they knew not what, and to goe forward they carde 
not how, in Opinion onely and Concerre, to cure all ſentes of 
Leekes or Onyons by eating Garlike . Hence grow Conten- 
tions, Diſorders, Offences and Complaints of the PERSONS, V3 


Clodins accuſat Machum, Catelina Cethegum:; 
Luis tulerit Gracchos de ſeditione queremtes? 


The Miſchiefer whereof, thoughthe MancnanrTsand 
CvysTvMERS in ſpeciall deuide betweene them;the generall /»- 


. Conueniences extend tothe P R IN C E her ſelfe, her AL 


hes and moſt LoyalSubiefts, the importance wherof,the Grays 
and godly W1sz; will in due time bee pleaſed to conſider,and 
remember with all: 


T hat none proue Saints for ſeeming ſo to others, 


A” 


a” LES. 
The Py. 14cCO 0« Aonaris 
_ - / 77 
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+ : 
Since All are men and all haue ſuckt their Mothers, Jn +6: mean [earon Hewſocurr Ji norance | 
haiit learncd to fbeleeuce , and mpic, ency to atfirme and marnteync it, that by Factrofis m PIO 


qT hus farre the ArtrTvrnNzey andSolriomen gentrall, 


(Expericnce and Truth ) haning pleaded before E Q V [- 
- TIEazdREA SON, onthebehalfeof Trxarricke,no 
leſſe dangerouſly ſupplanted by the Cuſtumers diſerace, then 
the Merchants extremitie , in true Jeale of the Princes ho- 


/ wour, and Good of her People ; began bere ſeriouſly to lament- 


and bewaile the vnfaithfulnes of ſuch , as ignorantly haue 
beene the cauſe, or wilfully perſiſt to maintaine the burdening 


of the Cuſtume houſes , with ſuch ſwarmes of vnfit and 
needleſe Inſtruments, that as Razours cutting off the life of 


Cuſtumes, and wrangling ont diſorder by a greater confuſs- 
1, ſo liue by their places, that in time they muſt needes bee the 


Kima. Se T7 rrm1CCs C Mota £5 YC bed azt; 
wanced. Experience and Tru th mus '1 
zell them to Her fares £1UaAm mpia 
ox ea lit et heommne Chkriltiano 
rorlus mdigna . for he Hey afpured 
died put ammuc) proffet & pleainid | 
ha FIes-cASE and Honor m t5e - garzer endl: 
Z011LT'S o7 Equity ty Mercy Lovalty & Loud | 
as the Denis wont to ming? care and | 
cor:her [o/se ana (47: & 17 t5e rurbuent } 
ym ffige of pretended Jastive by Zarre - | 


mitve and SIUHES + 


The State of the CvsTvwme s Specially 


—FFa<cc death of the Nurſe ber ſelfe that feedes them, But the wiſdome 
E219 g of the Indzes,moued rather with the weight ofthe CAVSE, 
* thenpaſsion intheir Plea (looking backeto the time )bid them 


goe forward. 


«Now then, ſee what hath beene ſaid; and ſo haſftoan end. 


The Prince(as aforeſaid)is iuſtly offended, & the Merchant 
likewiſe hath laid downe his griefes. Theſe are the fower ſorts 
of perſons that attend Cufume cauſes, amongſt whome,it any 
complaine;theſe laſt haue no reaſon to looke to bee pittied,for 
that obtruding themſclues into other mens workes, vyderta- 
king a taske exceeding their skill; like men in amaze, ſtriue ſtill 
to goe forward, and in doing lefle then nothing, would ſeeme 

Accuſing the Cuſtumers. tg doeall. Not vnlike to infolene and ignorant Huiſhers,that 
1 710i vr 42 12wiefle themſelues, know no rules of teaching, but beating 
F : the Schollers. 

But this by the way wilbe wel worth the noting , how gene- 
rally iuſt,as neceſſarie true, the old rules of Art and Propo/itions 
o, of reaſon,continue and ſtand. Namely, Quem fruitra fit per plu- 
Xa Tx aovio. 1. res, quod fiers poteft per pauciores. And Inſtitutio ab initio wutilis, 
C4] Aeg ula /ujtsiae .- expoitfatto non conualeſcit . For as theſe Superniſors doubting 

FY, at the firſt, the holding out of their Deputies good abearing, 
XaT7 oF Mew TH. andwiſcly looking into the weake foundation of the Comp- 
"ri Regila Sapt enir© yollers, whoſe Ofhce themſclues foreſaw to be idle, and ſo ea- 

E; fie to be out-faced; by their new Companie and accefle, the 
ſeruice1s become ſo violent, ſo intricate and out of order,that 
in the confuſion,the Searchers that only haue beſt meanes, and 
by Office ſhould concurre and aſsiſt the Cu#umers , leaue the 
QvEEtnEt tothe Cuitume bouſe , and enquires the next way to 


= 4 
xe le way los. 1. 
ej Reguta veritaty, 


_ theirownepriuate __ 
' The Cuſtumers onely haue In which diſtrefſe, the CysTvMErRs in diſpleaſure with the 
cauſe to complaine. Prince, in diſgrace with the world, forſaken ot their beſt Helps 


Cs Hes, Potter > and Aﬀfociats the Sz arcns : in the mideſt ofa number of 
Volith ; cates Gocd + 44x lawlefie, hungrie,and for the moſt part ignorantly wilfull De- 
dure, Optmmss t antiom deſiina- PHries , that liks defe&tiue HETERoCLYTS, wrangle with the 
rum ſit, Munus i: nunc tanders very rules of Grammer (pittying the Mercharr) ſup vp their 


© Vulgs collunic hominwm Peſ- gwne griefes, and bemoane themſclues in this maner. 
francs profiituatur. 


CTharrhe meanes to enhable them to ſcruice, viz. Counte- 
nance and Maintenance, are withholden from them and con- 
ferred vpon others . That their ſcruice notwithſtanding is 
like the making of Bricke in Egypr,for wanting meanes to per- 
forme their Taskes, yet haue 1dle Tacke maſters ſet ouer them, 
whoſe credite hath no (being) but in their diſgrace. 


That 


i: 


in the Ovt-PorrTes of the Realme. 


That the Lawe it (elfe,ſo good and uſt in generall, is made 
both hurtfull to the Prince in their publike fun&ion, and iniu- 
rious to themlſelues in their priuate callings. For that, where- 


to they are preciſely enioyned at their admiſsions, and which 
in reſpect of their places and charges, they ſhould and might 
beſt performe; by one and the ſame way to the Prince: imme- 
diate profit , which others at the ſecond hand haue made fo a- 
vaileable tor themſelues : The Cu/tumers of all men are by ſta- 
tute forbidden, namely, to meddle with any Trade or Traffick. 

That their ſeruice beſides is no thanks to themſelues, but a 
Countenance and meancs of Maintenance to others. 

nidificatis CAnues 


; vobis 94 
$1c vas 718 d fertis axatraboues ere. 


That They,notwithſtanding , ynderly all kind of Expences 


The Law is made to debarre 
Cuſtumers from their beſt en. 
deuours, 


and hazards incident to Cuſturhe cauſes, and others not tou- - 


ching the burden with their fingers, for crying ayme onely, 
reape thankes, reputation and reward . For (omitting extra- 


ordinaries) their expences for their Bands and Suerties,to an- 


ſwere al Duties & ſubiection beſides,is an vnknowne bondage 
and burden, in reſpc& of the libertie the reſt doe liue in. 

They onely are to prouide, hire and furniſh for cuery Porte 
of their charge a conuenient Cuſtume houſe , which beſides 
Tables, Deskes and neceſlaries fit for ſuch places, are hardly 
hired for 40: a pcece of yerely rent,So as where(for examples 
ſake)there are fiue Portes; for tiue Cuſtume houſes , the Cu/?u- 
mer 1s Chargeable with the yearely rent. Of 1 0. 

Ateach of theſe fiue Cu/fume houſes , muſt be intertained a 
diſcreete Perſon: tor though any be fit enough for the Superni- 


ſors turnes (as matters doe ſtand) yet itſtands the Cuſtumer in 


No Cuſtume-ho tfes buik by 
the Prince in the Out-Ports. M3 


publick WwAa s, Crantcy 
nor Sroys how iT, 7s tA 

Prom as WT «& Lode and. 
Cu/tomemy A A ar rugs . 


hand to vic choiſe, and honeſt men of the beſt education(the . 


ſcruice paſsing in Latine) for his owne ſecuritie . And vnto 
ſuch, lefle then twentie markes wages, andas much tor dyct 
cannot be offered. Whichkyearely1sa charge of two hundreth 


unds or more. the Head-2xe confedevid mm profporteon . 


At theſe fiue Cuume houſes, what ecuer is ſpent in Incke, 
Parchment, Paper, and Wax, is ſupplicd alwaies by the Cu#u- 
nly,which yearely may be a Matter of ſome. 0. pounds. 

. The hazard of the Queens money,that of neceſsitic is 
to paſle by Bils of Exchange through fads hands (being al- 
lowed no Portage money ) is an vaknowne hazard , trouble, 


{leepe for. 
Ther: alſo are all charges, expendedin ryding or ſending 

from place to place, as the ſcruice fals out by letters, or Order 

trom the Lord Treaſurer or Exchequer. 

D 


want of Poztage ttonep. wk 


and care to the Cuſtumers onely , which the reſt breake no c— 15 abs Cu/to = 
- mers as . 
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Ouod Nece [ritate cifitur, 
XNece/utate defenaitur. 


Fes and rewards for Seruice 
allowed by the Price. |, 
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Laſtly, They put in their Bookes twiſe a yeare, to their dou- 
ble bh the reſt performe but once yearely,for faſhi- 
ons ſake onely , without expence or attendance, leauing the 
Cuſtumers onely to abide to follow; and to pay all Duties, Fees, 
and whatſocuer charges to Officers and others . Wherein the 
beſt part of their wages and reward from the Prince is conſu- 
med, but vſually the one halfe, if not two parts of three,as be- 
ing moredelayed, and accumbred with the confuſed entries, 
and writings of others Bookes , by carelefſe and ignorant De- 
puties, then any of their owne, as the Auditors can witneſle. 
Which kind of hn of Cuſtumers the reſt in their freedome 
doe many waies inſult ypon , colouring their doings alwayes 
with the generall Pzetence ofher Paieſties ſernice. 

Ofall which expences both certaine and caſuall , the Sexr- 
chers,Comptrollers , and Superuſors , beare no part, each poſleſ- 
ſing his life with libertie , his wages with quietneſle, and his 
Trade with credite , and as it were. altogether liueas they.liſt. 
Whilſt the Cyſtxwers ouer-borne, and debarred all Trafficke 
and meanes of good ſeruice and thrift,are in caſe like the Mer- 
chant(aforeſaid)torced either to quit their places,though with 
loſſes, orrelicue themſelues as they may by one meanes or 0- 
ther, as Neceſritie compels them . Extremes breeding no- 
thing bur ſhifts. | 


CHauing thus farre layd open the ſtate of the ſeruice, (4c- 
cording to three of the fower Conſiderations afore laide 
downe) with the bondage and expences depending : Which 
(as appeares ) the CxFumers onely vnderly; there reſteth ina 
wordor two, fourthly, to ſhewe the proportions of rewards, 
which alone being but indifferently weighed , magy happily 
helpe to excuſe them hereafter,though the age we ltue in,giue 
ſmall hope of reliete. 

The Fees and Reward: yearely, allowed by the Prince to the 
Cuitumers and Comprrollers 1oyntly(the Searcher 1s allotted the 
moyetie of all ſcaſures) in all the, OvT-Porres of this Realme 
amount vnto the ſumme of 12.49 little vnder or ouer, whereof 


the Comprrellers receiuing for their parts abour 340*® the reſt. 


being ſome 9 99; ſerues the Cu#umers among the. This 900. 
deuided into three parts,two at the leſt are ſpent in paſsing, at- 
tevding and clearing accompts . So reſts not aboue 7 90 *di- 
uiſible among them , to recompence their bondage and ſer- 
uice, being lefle then the Comprrollers receiue with freedome 
andeaſe. 

A proportion very hard and vnknowne, butto thoſe that 
find it by experience, yet the ſame compared with the Superns- 


ſors 


Lins, # 
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in the Ovt-PorTes of the Realme. 


fors, whoſe ſcruice and the Comptroller is one and the ſame; 

commes to afarre leſſe reckoning . For where the Cuſtumers 

being in 'number 2 0. deuide about 309-' Dedattis deducendis 

(as is aboue ſaid) among them all , and that ypon accomprt at 

the yearesend . The S»peruiſors being but 4- receiue by De- "Y 

bentur out of the Exchequer , ( for their good ſeruice) 4 2.5- | ; 
euery quarter, which comsto 1 799 yearely without accompt * r— —_ ey _ Je 


or reckoning. in a Houſe or mapoots ju ak 
BS ? Z/Jex Cheeſe . 
By this time the VNDERSTANDING READER may diſcerne T4. cgumers ftand cleared 


betweene e/t and viderur: and who is that Othcer hath before God and the world, of 
cauſe to complaine. And the Prince hath wherewith to the Princes offence , and all 
bee ſatisfied in both the grounds of her diſpleaſure, at _ res 697255," _ 
leaſt not to bee longer offended with the diſtreſſed 55 17. © "M 
Cuftumers , For by the Lawe of nature and Nations F 
both Imputari von debet es per quem non ſtat , ſi non facut 
| quod per ipſum eſt faciendum . The reaſon is yeelded 
withall Q 4a culpe caret qui ſcit, & prohibere nequit, The Ca ftvwtmers £1 =P 
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BE G_V L A, Peccatisque panas irroget £quas. 
Y ' . | — _ x , J 
< The Marchantes haue beene heard to ſay for themſelues, © 5c Commons. wtyme Ger cralll, y at | 
2Z . Now the Commons prefle forward to ſpeake in theirturnes, M onopolies'o/ atk /ottei g Smpoſitions | 


—_— 


F-Y but they are too many and the time almoſt ſpent . Therefore £p-7.1/lv at Restramts wilont prblique 
heare but the PoxT-Tov v xes,and reade their ſhort Petition. ,;,4,; a4 on of tff& Camwse (pogrt! andat 
- & ' 1 NN - 
4 wr 8. ad portitulay L cenſes &c. of tm ogeb 


—— The life of all Cy/iwmes is Trafficke and Commerce:In which |. _ STE £35 -7 ES 
4 p Feng kind of calling, the Merchant of all men is to be fauored, che- _ pe puke yt CE pl 
6 ans Tilhed, and incouragedinall Common-wealths. Dit frifd or abun ably, abwNe 9m ot Tre: 


All Traffique is either Outward or Inward , of things bread 7:94 cntwand, more "(gen 7m» and m ſe] 


þ . » 4 . ba , * , 
of Trafic... homeor abroad . And albeitthat Kingdome orCountrie of ve0r1/mye, wort for wate'fervetly tx; 


CT & 


to ſpare and tranſport Commodities of their owne, wherein \,,,,>>,,.,c Goednes ms Tra fugae ub rap: 
this Tland may compare with the beſt; yet ſince no place is ex- ©, .»,--- Jeomgenettw.ge £. bs a6; 0 
tant ſo abſolutely bliſt, as inall points to ſtand and ſubſiſt of , LAS "Fought" ORWP. Fo ENG 
it ſelfe, by the benefit of Enterconrſe and Traffique , bounded 7." FOOD erm ann ag ant PP 
by Lawes, Speciall treatiſe, Leagues, Oather and Decrees,al wants ** 24 v8 des ons < ; 
are ſupplied,cach Part intending the beſt for it ſelfe,according 
to Reaſon, Wiſedome and Pollicie . Which with vs heere | 
in England hath cuermore aymdat the encreaſe of our Ship- The encreaſe of the Nauie. 
ing. 
: This neceſcitie of mutual Commerce, by the malice of Time 
ſtands mightily enuied, and by Enemies abroad many wayes 
_ znterrupted; it withall it become diſturbd among Equals at 
D 2 


be holden moſt wealthie and happie, thatis ableſt and apteſt « a» /#+th 46 jowrnres Aavyne”.' Sr lates | 


Af all Cretges, Townes and Places elſe where were but Swbwrbes, All 
Portes but Creekes and Members , All Officers but Depunics depen- 


The State of the CvsTvMe s.Spectally 


home, when the generall is wrong, Particulars grieued cannot 


but grone. 
Aboundance and obſtructions 


Such hath beene of late yeares, and yet 1s the State of deal- 


diftempering London,cauſe a jngs & Trades within our ſclues; for the Cittie of London, as 
diſpoton to conſumption i the Linerin the body receiuing the Chy/as from all parts of the 


all Portes beſides, 


all to all her fellow Members. 
In which eſtate, — j 
ged, and deeply interefle 


Stomacke, by detaining the bloud from the reſt of the veines; 
is both inflamed & diſtempered in it ſelfe, and iniurious with-. 


he whole Commons ſeeme enga- 


(forit may bee the caſe of each pri- 
uate Subic&)the Pore-Townes in ſpeciall; conſiſting of Artificers - 


and Traders, Maſters of Shippes and Mariners, doe molt grieue 


and therefore complaine. 


- 2 ThatalbeitasSubic&s vnderlying the brunts of all torraine 


The Our-Ports Complaint. attempts and troubles, liuing 


vnder one and theTame Lawes, 


ready at all commands of publike ſeruice by Sea & by Land, as 
Þ the other Subics and Townes of the Realmeare : And as li- 


a This bath relation to the ſtrange and vnnaturall courſes, holden in| 
that Citne, to drawe all dealings thither, debarring , and from 
hand to hand, by T:cherr inurnng things ſent into the Countnes. As 


ding on London, No Matter vendible , and fo no Traffcke lawtull, 
bur at,or for London . From whence as from the fatall Box of P.aw- 
dora are flowne , and doe dayly proceede a preat part of the cuils, 
wherewith the whole Realme 1s become ſo perplexed . For thereby 
the free and lawfull Treffiche betweene equall Subics, is violently 
wmpeached . Trades and Occupations in the Citties, and In-land 
Townes are generally decayed . Whereby the Commons empay- 
ring, grow difcontented, and the poore for want of worke, forced 
out to begging. The skirtes and Ozr-Ports of the Realme grow dan- 
uy defolate of Trades and deſtitute of Marrmers and Shipping. | 
he Princes Cafwumes,there conſequently decreaſed. The Cuftumers 
without diſtin@on by all meanes Loraced - And the Marchantes 
of all ſortes, diſcouraged, wearied and made a pray to a worlde 
of raucninFand lawleſle creatures, of whome, as of Harpies may 
be truely ſpoken, 
Virg. © Triſtius haud illis Monſtrum,nec ſzuior vlla 
« Peſtis & ira Deum,Srygiis ſeſe extulit vndis. 
No monſters like to theſe might hap ,noz curſe from God bvefal 
Noz from the pit of Yell ariſe, to plagne a Realme withall, 


able toall duties and paiments 
of Cuſtumes, Subſidies, Fifteenes, 
Prize ſeales, Loanes, & ſuch like, 

caas Lonpon it ſelfe,is euery 
kind of way (for the proportio 
of their abilities) yer contrarie 

ro the generall libertic of Eng- 
liſh Subie&s, they are abridged 
enuied, and as it ſeemes, helde 
2a VNWORTHTE, the very ſuper- 
Auities of that Citties aboun- 
dance, to their manifeſt decay, 
(for want of free Trafficke) in 
their /nhabitants, Mariners and 
Shipping . And that all things 
- being drawne into Priwate ſoci- 
eties , are there ſo ingroſled, 
that ENGLAND 1s but Lo N- 
Don,and LonpDox alſo ſeemes 


an eo 4 


| abridged in it ſelte. 


In which diſtrefſe the PoxT-Tov v wes appealing in all hu- 

militie to the Px1Nce, their onely comfort1s , that albeit her 

A naturall & lively Similitude Mateſtie as a Mother of all her Children in her* Lone and Þ Af- 
of the Prmces PRE R ©- fention(as well may beſceme Her)ſtand gracious to ſome more 
GATI v E, *Darred then thereſt:yet that her Srorge and naturall inclination to /#- 
1; ftice, affords bread to the meaneſt,and intendeth at leaſt,that 

all ſhould enioy their birth-rights in the generall treatiſe of 


an oyall. 


Entercourſe, 


oi 


REBATE 


inthe Ovr-PorrTes of the Realme. 


Entercourſe abroad, and Common Lawes at home, to growe vp 
thereby to liue to her Seruice and the Common-wealth. 
LetnotLon Þ o x therefore enuie her fellow Subic&s to 
breath common ayre any longer, liuing vnder one and ſhee {o 
goodaSOvERAIGNE; nor diſgrace her fellow ſeruants of 
equall place and funttion , for the reaſons afore laide downe. 


; AndinLo " _ ſym (p aſh |b The Argument of this Diſcourſe, being the Aduawncement of Cuſ- 

cially the Societie of M 4a R- rumes,and' the drift thereof, Howenr and Peace to the Primee and het 

Ye CHANTS*ADVENTVRERS, | Kingdome: was refolud at the firſt to depend efficiently on Trafficke, 

nn —— ty nero en ——— P y 

that ſometime haue beene as | That Trfficke confiſted of fower effentiall Parts or Pilters, Matter, 

curious to keepe and debarre | penn ne A ee Mater 

. þ , . C 4 , 

men f1 romtheir M ART-TowN S | Geodmeſſe: in all Perſons, Loyaltie and Friendſhip: in all Places Conwe- 

as now they ſceme violent to | avencie and Freedome : and in all Order generall Equarze , the beſt 

force all men thither. Leaſt by Rules 1 nr onely to be found in the Certarntie and Indifſe- 

their vnquiet and vncertaine | **** of the politiue Lawer, Treatierand Contrats of mutuall Com- 

- > merce . But the Marchents Adwenturers,not knowing or not regar- 

Init J WER _ _ ooo ding theſe fower efſcntiall” -0626 Ga py , run = with Traf- 

cecdings, they make good At | ficke, as if it tood onely in the choiſe of Perſonr,and by their vneuen, 

home amongs themſelues and —_— and violent proceedings , holde all mep vnder to keepe 

within themſclues.againſt the- | em clues aboue . Tecrming all Exterlopers that would liue by the 

Chis this "ad —_ S—_— dire and ſet Lawes of Trafficke , as if all were baſtards, and ſcarce 

yes , Wat, ger U mw Chriſtians,at leaſt no Loysl Merchants nor Friends,but they and 

feared, written and foreſpo- cir Soczetie , And by a bare, and 1dle pretence of the word Order 

« ken, termi ng them a Private, _ __y ———_— the _ n_ Cireame - the wr pe 

&« Particuler,and Preventing COm- e brought the Trade thereof to a kind of confulion , and 

. themſclues to ſuch a Laborynth:that beſides the dittreſle of the(Clo- 

panue. thiers) withall their Dependants, and generall complaints at home 

| GRP (to their Ho. Lordſhips endleſſe offence and trouble at the Cowncell 

| TThis is the ſtate of the Cy $- | Teble)the Commodine it ſelfe is impayred,abaſed and in a fort deſpi- 

TVMES ,AS they are at this pre- x25 my the yu wn deuided —_ = lartre with « 
ſent, ft for the GRAVE 2] | cr aUnNCIENT AZYEF ANG DENT TOTTAINE Friends. [1 {if 


W1sE to knowe and conſider . The reformation whereof, 5-141 ) Sa 

though none but Azthoritie may promiſe and performe; yet _ - / 

common Dutie makes it lawfullin all to wiſhe and further. 
; Cities & In- Vnto whome therefore in all Submiſcion, the PokT-Tovynes * ad | 
"TTowes forthemſclues and their * Fx1enps, by way of remembrance, ,4 /, 41s 4! » FEM 
Tthis Realm. doe make this Petition. | 
WE - | 
ic.Otfhc.li.r. Vi Reipub. preſunt, vt duo precepta teneant. Ynum,ut vii- , 

litatem Ciuium ſic tueantur, vt quicquid agant,ad cam re- 

ferant, obliti commodorum ſuorum . CAlterum,vt totum corpus 

Reipub. curent , ne dum pariem aliquam tueantur, reliquas deſe. 

rant. Qui autem parti conſulunt , partemq, negligunt, ſeditiones 

& diſcordias inducunt . Ex quo fit, vt aly Populares,aly Optims 

cuinſq; ſtuaioſi videantur, paxci vniuerſorum. 
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A fir lciTon for London, and 
all Cntttes and incorporations 
1m Lnglande , id preucat a 


Death by. 


An abſtra& or patt of a Letter, written by Maſter 
Roger Aihham ( of moit honeſt and learned 
memorie) from Auſparge the xj. of Auguſt, 
1 5 5 1, vnto MalterLeaxer. 


xXx Agdcburgepafleth the ſiege of Trop 4c. The p:ow(ſion 
NIN Comcat Norenberge {s notable . J wzote it to M. 
{7 DO Cheeke andſoJ will to yon, foz Jſawit . They haue 
=>£==cightawne ſtoze houſes full of Wheate, whereof one flow- 
er was not taken vpon theſe ( ) yearcs, as doth appeare in 


their Reco2des and wzitings, yet the Wheate is good, it is ſo well 


kepf. 

Thigp2ouiſion of Wheate maketh that Cozne doth nener fafl 
no2 riſe twelue pence ina Nuarter about Norenberge. Foz 
when a hard peere commeth that Cozne ſhogld be dereamong the 
Poe, then the Senate of Norenberge doefſell to all that lacke 
plentifully at the olde pzice , and when Cozne ts ſo plentifull that 
the Poozemen can get no money fo? it, then the Senate bupeth all 
that comes, andpapes as march as the olde pzice was. Mhus their 
Wheat except certain flowers (is ſo renewed, that the people neither 
want Cone when it is deere , noz money when it is good cheape. 
They hane Lawes and Statutes foz this goodo2der. Such a Se- 
nate be Veri Patres Reipub . God maintain? them, and gine 0- 
thers grace to follow them. «c. 
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